Annual report
2021

Table of
contents

European Association of Geographers
Table of contents
President’s review 2021

						

4

European Journal of Geography					

7

Council of Europe						

11

EUROGEO at United Nations					

11

Financial Report & Membership				

12

Young Geographers					

13

Annual Conference 2021					

14

GoDigital 						

15

TIMELESS 						

15

Geo tools for Modernization and Youth employment (MY GEO)

16

Geocapabilities 3 						

18

EVALUE 							

19

GeoDem 							

20

GeoLand							

21

SEED 							

22

BALANCE						

23

SYNOPSIS 						

24

HUM@N 							

25

GI-Pedagogy						

26

Smart Village						

27

Developing Digital Data literacy				

28

DALDIS 							

29

BIO-MAPS						

30

EAT							

31

ONLIFE							

32

Ride & Smile						

33

V-GLOBAL 						

34

DigiPath							

35

Morocco 							

36

Springer Book series in 2021					

37

EUROGEO Conference 2022 					

38

Annual report
2021

4

Eurogeo

President’s review 2021
2021 - TIME TO RETURN

2021 has been the year of vaccinations, the time when travel restrictions have
been lifted progressively, the time to return to meet friends and colleagues,
the time to return to personal, social and spatial interactions. However, the
reunion has not been total, but partial, so the different face-to-face meetings
have been combined with the online connection of those whose personal situation did not allow them to travel. This is why 2021 has been a hybrid time,
combining the face-to-face and the digital, the transition between the hard
confinements of 2020 and the return to normality of 2022.

It has also been a hybrid time in a hybrid space, defined by a new configuration of the international order after the end of the war in Afghanistan, but also
because the crisis between Russia and Ukraine began at the end of the year.
2021 has ended with a very uncertain times that have meant, at the beginning
of 2022, the return to war within the European geographic space, after the
Russian invasion of Ukraine, but also the time to return of destruction, death
and mass migration of intra-continental refugees. This confirms that the aphorism “the end of history” is completely wrong. History is not over, mainly because it is written in geographic space, so space matters today more than ever.

It has been the time to return to EUROGEO Conferences, meetings and activities, as well. The EUROGEO Conference 2021 has been a total success, despite
online format. Or maybe because of the online format, almost 200 participants
(coming from almost 100 Universities and other organisations) have discussed
about Sustainable Development Goals for All, reinforcing the cross-cutting
role of geography for the world’s current political, social, economic and environmental challenges. 2021 has also been, time to return to other Conferences
like the 34th International Geographical Conference of the IGU, from Istanbul
but online, or to the IGU-CGE Conference in Prague, face-to-face. Linkages
between IGU and EUROGEO have been also reinforced because of the tasks
allocated for the 2022 Centennial Conference and the Centennial Book. Thus,
2021 has been the time to return of an intense dialogue between EUROGEO
and the IGU.
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EUROGEO has continued to reinforce partnerships with

2021 EUROGEO is involved in almost 25 international

other institutions like European Alliance for Social Sci-

projects. This annual report is more extensive than ever,

ences and Humanities, EUROGI, EUROCLIO or the Ital-

due to EUROGEO’s hectic activity in so many exciting in-

ian Association of Geography Teachers (on the occasion

ternational education initiatives in order to disseminate

of 10th anniversary of Journal J-Reading). 2021 has also

the value of geography in many places and forums across

been the time to return of EUROGEO to the Council of

the continent and abroad. At the same time, other proj-

Europe. General Assembly of the Conference of INGOs

ects have been completed very successfully, in particular

held in Strasbourg in October, again face-to-face, has

MYGEO, which was scored 90 points out of 100 by Eras-

given the opportunity to meet the new Standing Com-

mus and selected as an example of good practice.

mittee and to involve EUROGEO in the new thematic
committees, or to strengthen our participation at the

2021 was the time to return to International Declarations,

Council of Europe European Landscape Convention. Four

too. EUROGEO has endorsed some important texts, like

years later since United Nations granted special consul-

the Joint Declaration of the International geographical

tative status to EUROGEO in 2017, we have submitted

societies on the climate and biodiversity emergencies,

our quadrennial report to keep this status for the four

Jena Declaration for Sustainability, UNISCAPE Manifesto

next years. Moreover, UN-Habitat has awarded EURO-

on the future of the European landscape.

GEO as a World Urban Campaign (WUC) partner.

In 2019 EUROGEO was granted eight new funded projects, in 2020 the European Commission has selected for
funding seven more, but in 2021 nine more: Bio-Maps,
Onlife, Together, Geoland, V-Global, From Archive to
Alive, EcoTrack, Digital Youth, and Teaching the Future,
this one coordinated by EUROGEO. This means that in

/2021

/2021

In the spotlight.

In the spotlight.

EUROGEO projects

EUROGEO Book series

6

Editorial production of EUROGEO has been maintained and increased, too.
New issues of the European Journal of Geography and DOI number in the papers have raised the visibility and citations of the Journal. On their side, books
published at EUROGEO Series at Springer have reached more than 50,000
visualizations and downloads. And an increasing number of geographers are
new subscribers to the EUROGEO newsletter, or followers at our social media
accounts.
Among all these successes, we have suffered the loss of one of the members
of EUROGEO Board, Professor Yorgos Photis, who has been an essential person for the development of the European Journal of Geography, but also for
other activities of this association. On the other hand, this personal tragedy,
together with the collective tragedy of the situation in Eastern Europe, makes
us even stronger as a collective of European geographers. In the framework of
the GeoDem project, we are even more convinced that Geography, democracy
and European citizenship are more necessary than ever. We hope to give more
arguments for that in the next EUROGEO Conference, in May 2022, at the
Aegean University, in Mytiline, Lesvos, Greece.

Dr Rafael de Miguel González, President

Eurogeo
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European Journal of Geography
DEMOCRACY, ONE OF THE MOST

As I am writing this report for the European Journal of Geography (EJG) and

IMPORTANT ISSUES, REQUIRE

being in the USA where they remember the 2020 insurrection to the USA cap-

THE EFFORTS OF EVERYONE.

ital building, an important question has come to my mind. Can geography and
consequently the EJG play and what role in establishing and protecting Democracy? In other words, is the interaction of space and electoral processes an
area that we as geographers should be involved and publish?
I strongly believe that presently three concepts are very important to society
and thus to geographers, who through their research should address Democracy issues. In the tradition of the political geography these are: the geographies of elections (forms of transfer of power); the issues of representation
(types of electoral system); and voting (spatial patterns of voting behavior).
The first explores the ways in which power is transferred and its spatial implications; the second examines the nature and structure of electoral systems,
which are projected in the geographical space by the construction of electoral
boundaries (or gerrymandering, where geographers have made major contributions); the third is concerned with voting behavior and is primary focused on
the spatial analysis of voting patterns.
What I am driving at is that new societal developments have forced us towards
new issues in Geographic research, one of the most important been Democracy, that require the efforts of everyone. At the same time, it brings opportunities to think creatively and mainly collective about finding solutions to these
issues and mainly publish them, preferably in the EJG.
Given that the publication of the European Journal of Geography serves the
main goal of EUROGEO- the European Association of Geographers- to make
European Geography a worldwide reference by:

•

Creating geographic knowledge useful to society.

•

Validating the usefulness of new geographic concepts.

•

Communicating Geographic information to the widest possible audience.

•

Validating the quality of Geographic research.

•

Building a valid collective Geographic knowledge base.

•

Promoting the work of the Geographic community.
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I feel obliged as chief editor of our Journal to extend to

These trends and EJG’s operation can be seen in the In-

EUROGEO members and Geographers from every corner

fographics sections showing EJG’s trends during 2020-

in the world an invitation to send to our journal papers

2021.

dealing with issues related to Democracy and the editori-

A final note, last year has been a time of sorrow and sad-

al team promises that they will receive the attention they

ness for all of us in the EJG and the board of EUROGEO,

deserve. This invitation is intended to complement EJG’s

who knew and work with Yorgos Photis the EJG’s associ-

efforts in accelerating the expansion of publishing Geo-

ate editor. His passing has been a great loss to our journal

graphic research towards social problem solving from a

he adored and served with enthusiasm, and to EUROGEO

spatial point of view. A transformation that was based not

he was committed to its advancement. We are dedicated

only on the redesign of the EJG website, which has be-

not only to continue his work and vision, but to take the

come more functional, better accessible and addressing

EJG to the next level.

a broader audience, but also, exhibiting a greater social
sensitivity.

Prof Kostis Koutsopoulos, Vice-President &

In addition, during 2021, despite the major disruption for

EJG Chief Editor

all journal procedures from the loss of the EJG’s associate
editor, the Journal:

•

•

Added two new sections, the Global perspectives
section, for papers not focused on European research

VOLUME, NUMBER OF ISSUES AND

issues, and the Book Reviews section.

ARTICLES PUBLISHED IN 2021

Finished the preparations for a major upgrade of the
web platform that will very soon take place.

WEBSITE SESSIONS (VISITS)
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THE MOST RECENT MAIN STATISTICAL
INDICATORS BY SCIMAGOJR

AUTHORS BY COUNTRY MAP

CITE SCORE
(NOTE: THE WEB ADDRESS OF THE JOURNAL
WAS CHANGED IN 2021, AMONG OTHER
TECHNICAL ISSUES THAT ARISE IN 2021)
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Council of Europe
EUROGEO is an officially accredited member of the INGO

date for the INGO Conference presidium. Harry is officially

Conference of the Council of Europe. The INGO Confer-

involved in the INGO Conference activitities since 2009.

ence consists of 300plus European Non-Governmental

Harry Rogge will continue his work as official delegate to

Organizations that normally meet twice a year in Stras-

the INGO Conference. Since Spring 2021 he is seconded

bourg in the Council of Europe premises. Despite Covid

by EUROGEO Board member Michaela Lindner-Fally from

the motivated members of the INGO Conference did meet

Austria. She is already playing an active role in the new

to pursue its aims and to progress. Progress was made by

Migration Committee in the INGO Conference. Hopeful-

the -four year term- elections of a complete new manage-

ly April 2022 might bring the first live or hybrid meeting

ment. A new organizational structure was accepted by

since long.

the end of December 2019. A new presidium was elected
in April during “live” sessions in online meetings.

Harry Rogge & Michaela Lindner-Fally, Vice-Presidents

All personal details and as well details of the new structure can be found at www.coe.int under INGO Conference. EUROGEO Board member Harry Rogge was asked,
by the EUROGEO presidium, to step forward as a candi-

THE AGORA BUILDING. COUNCIL OF EUROPE, STRASBOURG (FRANCE),
WHERE THE INGO CONFERENCE NORMALLY MEETS TWICE A YEAR.
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EUROGEO at United Nations

In 2021, UN activity has been greatly reduced by the

•

EUROGEO has contributed to the Habitat Profes-

global health context. However, EUROGEO’s pres-

sionals Forum statement for the United Nations High

ence has been maintained in various activities within

Level Meetings, held on July and December 2021.

UN-HABITAT:
•

•

•

EUROGEO has prepared the section 8 (Smart Cities

In May 2021, UN-Habitat has awarded EUROGEO

and Smart Communities and the power of GIS) of

as a World Urban Campaign (WUC) partner. The

the draft Report “The 2022 Roadmap to Recovery.

World Urban Campaign acts as a global advoca-

Accelerating the Transition to a Sustainable Urban

cy and partnership platform to promote dialogue,

Future”. This document, together with HPF 2022

sharing, and learning about improving our urban fu-

Charter, will be one of the main contributions of

ture. The World Urban Campaign is coordinated by

Habitat Professionals Forum to the 11th World ur-

UN-Habitat.

ban Forum to be held in Poland in 2022.

In October 2021, EUROGEO has participated with
a keynote presentation at the Urban Thinkers Campus webinar “Roadmap for recovery from the COVID
pandemic and climate change”.

Dr Rafael de Miguel González, President
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Financial Report & Membership

Luc Zwartjes, Vice-President & Treasurer
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Young Geographers

BOAT TOUR IN THE HARBOUR OF ANTWERP, ALUMNI MEET UP SEPTEMBER 2021.

EUROGEO is dedicated to help students and young ge-

postponed several times, the meet-up of EGEA alumni

ographers with their first steps in their academic and

finally took place in September. It was held in Antwerp

professional careers. Eurogeo’s congresses are easily

with 40 participants activities included a city walk and

accessible to young geographers to give them the op-

a boat tour in the harbor. EUROGEO joined the meeting

portunity to present their work and build a network. The

and possibilities to work together in projects were fur-

EUROGEO Annual Conference hosted by UNED in Ma-

ther developed.

drid was held online and as such provided early stage

Young geographers can publish articles in the journal

researchers a possibility to present their work during the

of the association: the European Journal of Geography.

pandemic as well.

In 2021 we launched a call for chapters to make a vol-

EUROGEO works together with EGEA, the association

ume about the work of young geographers together with

for geography students in Europe, to foster interest of

Springer.

geography students. There are especially close contacts
with the alumni organization of EGEA. After having been

Gert Ruepert, Vice-President
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Annual Conference 2021
The European Association of Geographers (EUROGEO)

Professor Dr. Michael Gould, Director of Education at ESRI

has celebrated their 2020 Annual Conference online held

and professor at the University Jaume I, closed with a pre-

on UNED’s (Madrid, Spain) Zoom platform, from the 22nd

sentation that brought together education and the SDGs,

to the 23rd of April 2021 (the COVID lockdown caused the

entitled “SDGs in the Classroom: GIS Learning Resources

event to be postponed by one year). A team of 41 members

and Data”. The presentation provided data and materials

of the MapsOnline UNED innovation group, coordinated by

that illustrate indicators and SDG targets that are useful

Dr. María Luisa de Lázaro and Dr. Rafael de Miguel, helped

not only for teaching, but also for research.

on technical and research applications of the conference

Conference contributions came from all over the world. 170

sessions, after being trained by the CEMAV, the UNED Au-

registered participants, more than 100 presentations and

diovisual Media Centre.

23 posters from 80 universities from almost all continents

There were three invited lecturers and presentations. The

(European, Asian, African, North and South American), of-

first “Geography: Origin of the Complexity of The Food

fered a global atmosphere to the event. Three interesting

System” was given by Professor Dr. Yvonne Colomer and

monographic sessions took place: the first on Geography

focused on the progress of food security in history and the

and Memory: Places of Memory and Legacies – in an Age

tasks of the Triptolemos Foundation in the framework of

of Insecurities and Globalization, chaired by Professor Dr.

the UNESCO Chair that it shares with the UNED: “Science

Gerry O’Reilly. The second was on Geographical Naming

and Innovation for Sustainable Development: Global Food

as Critical Content in Geography Education, which was

Production and Safety”. It was presented by the Vice-Rec-

chaired jointly by professor Dr. Joseph Stoltman, and Dr.

tor for Research of the UNED, Dr. Rosa María Martín Aran-

Nina Scholten; and the third was on Digital Humanities,

da, who is an institutional collaborator with the aforemen-

chaired by professor Dr. Maria Pigaki. The annual EURO-

tioned Chair.

GEO meeting took place during the conference.

The second presentation was entitled “Shaping the Future

A growing number of researchers from EUROGEO have

of Quality Education in Geography”, and was given by the

highlighted problems and the way forward in the trans-

President of Education for an Interdependent World based

formation of many eco-social aspects to achieve the Sus-

in Brussels, Professor Dr. Julia María González Ferreras. Dr

tainable Development Goals. We hope and expect that this

González Ferreras focused on the link between geography,

work will continue in the following annual conferences.

citizenship, diversity and relevant educational responses

The next 2022 EUROGEO Conference “Re-Visioning Ge-

prioritising values, attitudes and commitments that inspire

ography for Sustainability in the Post-Covid Era” will be

active roles in society. She argued that teachers are key

held at the University of the Aegean (Mytilene, Lesvos Is-

to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs);

land, Greece), from 5th-6th May 2022, face to face.

hence her focus on the future of quality geography education.

Dr María Luisa de Lázaro Torres, Vice-President
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GoDigital
The GoDigital Project aims to improve employability among NEETs (Neither in
Employment nor in Education and Training) young people 18-30 years old. This
issues has been addressed through the development of an open online tool that
will provide youngsters not in education or employment (NEETs) with personalised learning paths to improve their digital skills.
As a project partner, EUROGEO contributed to the project results (https://godigital-project.eu/results), including the training materials, the work accelerator and
promotional resources.
The project activities were finalised in September 2021, the tools and resources
are available on the Web site https://godigital-project.eu/

Karl Donert, Vice President

TIMELESS
EUROGEO is a partner in the Timeless project, a 24-month Erasmus+ KA204
project which aims to enhance the professional development of adult educators working with older adults through new training opportunities.
The project uses Storymapping to create and share cultural heritage. A training course has already been created and a database of good practices. Partners are working on a digital book created by older adults and their trainers.
The goal is to establish cultural interpretation as a Non-Formal and Informal
Learning method in adult education.
Find out more about the project activities at https://www.eutimeless.info/en

Karl Donert, Vice-President
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Geo tools for Modernization and

The MY GEO project has been developed by: a consortium of four universities
IMPORTANT FOR TEACH-

on research into the use of GIS tools for teaching and learning; four companies,

ERS AND STUDENTS TO

who are experts in using GIS tools for their daily work; EUROGEO, the As-

MODERNIZE THEIR DI-

sociation of EUROPEAN geographers; and other associated partners. All the

DACTICS AND JOBS

aforementioned contributors come from three European countries: Belgium,
Italy and Spain.
The project aims at fostering the employability of students in higher education
through promoting the acquisition of key skills related to the use of Geographic
Information System (GIS) tools. Thus, two rounds of university internships at
the companies involved in the project have successfully taken place, despite
COVID restrictions.
Following research into what is important for teachers and students to modernize their didactics and jobs, two MOOCs have been developed, which will
continue in the following years on the UNED Abierta platform known as iedra.
It is possible to register from the 25th of January to the 20th of December every year for free; but you need to register first at www.iedra.uned.es.
The MOOC for teachers in higher education institutions aims to foster the acquisition of key skills related to the use of GIS for teaching purposes. The English
title is: Geotools for teachers (https://iedra.uned.es/courses/course-v1:UNED+GeoTIG_Teachers+2021/about), and it has been translated into Spanish,
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Youth employment (MY GEO)
Flemish, Italian and French.

those from all the aforementioned MOOCs, as its con-

The MOOC for students includes a list of key skills and

tents are accessible in an “asynchronous” way. Each user

GIS tools widely used by private companies in different

can access from anywhere and at anytime, as there is no

sectors. Each skill and tool will be linked to a training ses-

pre-established or fixed MOOC timetable.

sion provided in MOOC modality. They will be targeted

EUROGEO is very proud to be a partner is this project.

at students and will contribute to improving their skills

MYGEO, has been scored 90 points out of 100 by Eras-

in making use of the aforementioned tools. The aim is

mus National Agency of Italy, and consequently selected

to foster the employability of students in higher educa-

as a good practice.

tion. The title of this MOOC is ‘Geo tools for employabil-

https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/projects/eplus-proj-

ity’ (Portfolio MYGEO) and is available at: https://iedra.

ect-details#project/2018-1-IT02-KA203-048195

uned.es/courses/course-v1:UNED+GeoTIG_Empleo_

We would like to invite you to register on any of them!

EN+2022/about . The English version has been translat-

The links for the available languages can be found at:

ed into Spanish, Flemish and Italian.

https://iedra.uned.es/

The project, following an extension, ended on the 30th
of September 2021. Many results are available, such as

Dr María Luisa de Lázaro Torres, Vice-President

MOOC ‘GEO TOOLS FOR
EMPLOYABILITY’
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Geocapabilities 3
A Capabilities approach to education considers how the

two of the 3 phases.

individual can live a life that she or he values. A Geoca-

Previously, the Geocapabilities 2 project sought to apply a

pabilities approach states that an individual will develop

capabilities approach to a subject discipline, repositioning

a greater potential to do so if he acquires geographical

the contribution of the discipline (geography) to the edu-

knowledge, which enables him to think geographically.

cation of young people. In phase three (Geocapabilties 3),

Therefore, the project is very interested in the role of

a key objective is to extend the work completed in phase

knowledge in teaching. The Geocapabilities project is

two by targeting schools with young people from disad-

supported by the idea of ‘powerful disciplinary knowl-

vantaged social and economic backgrounds. The focus is

edge’ (KDK). Essentially, it involves teachers thinking

on the theme of ‘migration’, which is highly charged be-

carefully about a range of ideas as they develop classroom

cause of the many prejudices, on the one hand, but also

activities for pupils. Teachers need to consider the needs

because some of the young people in these schools are

of their pupils, the nature of the subject matter itself and

themselves migrants.

how to engage with it as a teacher, and the pedagogy for

The project developed a toolkit targeting geography

helping pupils to engage with the knowledge. Powerful

teachers working in schools in challenging circumstances,

disciplinary knowledge (PDK) is fundamental to the Geo-

supporting them in adopting a Geocapabilities approach

capabilities approach. The purpose of Geocapabilities is

for social justice. All of this is available on the website

to support teachers in developing their capacity to create

www.geocapabilities.org. Step 1 – Vignette – is support-

curricula and thus enable them to address key curriculum

ed with a sample of vignettes created by teachers. Oth-

questions, such as what types of geographical knowl-

er steps are supported with lesson plans and evaluation

edge are taught in schools, who decides and why, and

tools.

what types of pedagogy are needed to teach powerful
disciplinary knowledge (PDK) to students. EUROGEO has
been involved in Geocapabilities for more than 7 years, in

DESIGNED TO PROVIDE A SERIES
OF STEPS WHICH MAKE TEACHING WITH A GEOCAPABILITIES
APPROACH MORE ACCESSIBLE.

Luc Zwartjes, Vice-President
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EVALUE
Research has shown, that teachers in all European countries struggle to deal
with controversial issues in their classrooms and that citizenship and values
education is often neglected in schools. There are many reasons for this, but
pressure to adhere to the curriculum, lack of expertise in developing and guiding teaching activities and the absence of suitable tools are some of them.
Many European governments have emphasised the importance of citizenship
and values education and look to develop various initiatives. Values education (values clarification and values communication) responds to the need for
CREATING AN ATLAS OF

a culture of responsibility and reciprocity that can help youngster to position

EUROPEAN VALUES

themselves within a diversity of opinions and the explanations they might have
for their own ;position and the viewpoints of others.
The aim of the project is therefore to fill this gap by offering means and teaching materials fit for this purpose and to match curriculum needs. It also aims to
provide strategies for developing own teaching ideas, while using the developed tools in the role of curriculum maker.
The Atlas of European Values Web site (https://www.atlasofeuropeanvalues.
eu/) has been developed, with many interactive maps developed from the data
collected from the European Values Study, a digital classroom environment
for students to work to be piloted with schools, and materials and teaching
resources - including instructional videos, teaching materials, lesson plans, a
curriculum framework and lots of background documentation about European
Values to develop lessons about values in education.

Karl Donert, Vice-President
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GeoDem
GEOGRAPHY, DEMOCRACY

EUROGEO has been awarded a prestigious Jean Monnet award for its ongoing

AND CITIZENSHIP IN A DIGITAL

activities to promote geographical education in Europe. GeoDem is the EURO-

AGE

GEO initiative that integrates Geography, democracy and European citizenship
in the digital age through the association’s activities linking closely with new
EC agenda 2019-2024. The focus of GeoDem activities is on its annual meeting of members, the EUROGEO conference(s), other events, quality research
and publications and widening access to the results / outcomes of innovative
projects related to European issues.
The topics addressed relate to important European geopolitical issues such
as climate change, cultural heritage, migration and the environment but also
in improving the quality of education in Europe, employability and Digicomp
2.1. Association events and publications allow the worlds of business, management, politics and education to interface with one another, integrated in a
European context. In this project EUROGEO thus presents geographical perspectives in Europe and the impacts they have on European society.

Karl Donert, Vice President

Annual report 2021
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GeoLand

Monitoring and protecting the Landscape is a crucial environmental goal that
is planned to be achieved by GEOLAND. The project aims to enable the uptake
of novel ways to engage and empower students in environmental science and
stimulates participatory decision-making. In addition, GEOLAND will highlight

PROJECT FOR

the fact that students and, in general, citizens can in fact have a real impact in

LANDSCAPE EDUCATION

environmental monitoring and landscape management.
GEOLAND provides the opportunity to students, citizens and stakeholders
to become interested in the definition and implementation of landscape policies and to play an active part in setting sustainability indicators of desirable
landscape quality objectives. This project identifies and summarizes the environmental stratification in the examined landscapes through a Landscape
Character Assessment. On the basis of this Assessment, the capabilities of
geospatial technologies (Earth Observation and Geographic Information Systems) and Web-based GIS applications will be exploited. GEOLAND will introduce innovative pedagogies (citizen science) to higher education studies in
Europe, while addressing issues of teaching and learning about Landscape as
a multidisciplinary subject area in universities.
Find out more about the project activities at https://www.geolandproject.eu/

Dr Rafael de Miguel González, President

22

Eurogeo

SEED
The SEED project aimed to increase the employability of

transversal to all the professional qualifications identified.

young people, by supporting the development of a high-

The learning outcomes (LOs) and, more specifical-

ly skilled, qualified and mobile workforce, also thanks to

ly units of LOs are identified and validated by the VET

transnational placement, by supporting the development

Centres participating in the consortium, taking into ac-

of a joint VET qualification at the EU level; and by promoting

count the transversal nature of the subjects involved.

work-based learning, supported by a mobility component.

The curriculum has been discussed at many meetings, na-

After all, agriculture has long since evolved from tradi-

tional and international. At the final event in Ghent in Sep-

tional to high-tech. Most of the time, agricultural educa-

tember 2021 it got green light from all, and was even supple-

tion is set at the level of secondary vocational or technical

mented by an Assessment Standards for Quality Assurance.

education, where time and finances are not big enough

The final step in the project is get this qualification profile

to really go in depth with the new technology (like us-

accepted in the different countries, so that I will be orga-

ing drones and GIDS). This is mostly taught at high-

nized as a new educational profile in the future.

er education level. But especially for the VET group, a

For any further information, questions or project ideas,

through-flow to higher education (bachelor or master) is

please visit: http://www.digitalseed.eu/

not possible. That is why the project focuses on the development of a graduate curriculum (between second-

Luc Zwartjes, Vice-President

ary and higher education, usually 1-2 years of training).
The SEED project has thus developed a new qualification
profile: Advisor in Digital Farming. The profile is developed starting from existing curricula and defines a profile

STRUCTURE OF THE CURRICULUM WITH
THE DIFFERENT COMPETENCIES
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BALANCE

BALANCE a European funded project aims to devel-

EUROPEAN FUNDED PROJECT TO

op and provide Small and Medium Sides Enterprises

DEVELOP AND PROVIDE SMALL

(SME) with an innovative program that will help them

AND MEDIUM SIDES ENTERPRISES

to transform into greener operations, while improving
their financial literacy and enhancing their environmental awareness. The BALANCE project is focusing on
the need for climate action and sustainable resources
management, which in turn is based on The Green Ac-

•

Develop E-Learning program accessible to anyone

tion Plan for SMEs (GAP), presented by the European

•

Provide workshops and Multiplier events and help

Commission. To achieve that, BALANCE, whose direct

more micro-SMEs to embrace a greener future.

target group is the SMEs decision-takers, SME Consul-

Presently, the project is in the process of creating a

tants, and Entrepreneurs, has the following objectives:

training program that will be accessible to all members
of the target group, accompanied with e-learning pro-

•

environmen-

gram materials, and whose curriculum will be based on

tal practices already implemented within EU

ECVET. The initial results indicate that these efforts can

•

Provide financial analysis on those measures

lead towards the transformation of SMEs into becom-

•

Create a dedicated training program so SMEs can im-

ing greener without having to sacrifice their financial

plement easier greener change into their operations

sustainability and allow them to keep their employees.

•

Provide

a

Report

over

best

Provide SME’s consultants with a training program version in order to achieve better reach

Prof Kostis Koutsopoulos, Vice-President
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SYNOPSIS

DEVELOPING OUTPUTS TO

SYNOPSIS is a project developing training for Storytelling and Fundraising for

SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS IN

Cultural Heritage professionals. The project aims to define the professional

BEING ABLE TO CRAFT STORIES

role of the cultural heritage storyteller and fundraiser. To support this devel-

THAT PORTRAY CULTURAL

opment a creative and innovative training course is being prepared, able to

HERITAGE VALUES TOWARDS

support cultural heritage sites to promote and engage the public, and raise

INCREASINGLY ATTENTIVE AND

funds for their own development.

AWARE PUBLIC.

The SYNOPSIS project has been gathering case studies of storytelling and
fundraising in cultural heritage domains. These are being shared through the
project news blog. A draft training course has been created and is being piloted. Visit https://www.cultural-storytelling.eu/storytelling-introduction/ to find
out more. You can also join the project on Facebook at https://www.facebook.
com/synopsiseuproject/ and follow the project on twitter https://twitter.com/
EuSynopsis

Karl Donert, Vice-President
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HUM@N
The HUM@N project seeks to help EU universities transform the humanities
(e.g. languages and literature, art, history, geography, philosophy, etc.) from
traditional teaching into digital teaching using digital humanities (DH). Thus,
the project objectives are to improve educators’ ICT skills and competences; to
provide teachers with user-friendly and adaptable tools to improve their teaching performance; and to improve students’ motivation and engagement.
Some steps have already been ‘designed’ to incorporate digital technologies
in teaching and learning. The first was the co-creation of a Hum@n Handbook
that includes research on challenges faced by teachers in the humanities field
by drawing on best practice and examples using available tools. The second
step has been to establish a training strategy for university lecturers as the
target group, and a ‘knowledge platform’. Finally, after a pilot test of the training strategy, the final release will be presented at the last project meeting in
Brussels (March 2022).

More information is available at the HUM@N website:
https://www.digihuman.eu/

Dr María Luisa de Lázaro Torres, Vice-President
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GI-Pedagogy
As a follow-up to the very successful GI-Learner ERASMUS+ project, GI-Pedagogy aims specifically at supporting teachers and educators in teaching with
GIS in their classrooms. The project has two main goals:

1.

to review existing pedagogies relating to GIS and develop effective and
innovative new approaches; and

2.

to embed these approaches through a combination of teacher training and
resource provision.

INNOVATIVE PEDAGOGIES

The focus of the project is on giving teachers the training they need to fully

FOR TEACHING WITH

incorporate web-based mapping software into the geography curriculum. The

GEOINFORMATION

GI-Pedagogy project will produce a toolkit of resources for teachers, which is
available for free on the project website. Once a toolkit for teaching with GIS is
developed, this resource will be shared and disseminated via in-person training events and online.

Main project outcomes:
The Report on “An Innovative Pedagogical Model for Teaching with GIS” consists of a review, analysis and evaluation of existing, prevailing teaching practices that incorporate GIS in schools, and an exploration of evidence related to
alternative, innovative, pedagogical approaches to teaching with GIS.
The toolkit for teachers summarizes theoretical models on learning with GI,
including a new “GI-Pedagogy” model for teaching with geoinformation.
A freely accessible MOOC with open access training resources is currently in
development. Due to COVID restrictions during the project, a lot of the work
was done remotely – so the whole team is very much looking forward to being
able to make progress at face-to-face meetings soon!
The final outcome will be a digital exhibition curating the experiences of participants and partner teachers, who will present ‘good example’ case studies,
including instructions on how to get started and create teaching modules.
Find out more at: https://www.gilearner.ugent.be/gi-pedagogy/

Michaela Linder-Fally & Dr María Luisa de Lázaro Torres, Vice-Presidents
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Smart Village
The SMART VILLAGE project intends to create a new

The SMART VILLAGE project will produce new innova-

educational curriculum in order to upgrade digital skills

tive teaching and learning approaches in the form of a

and competences to more than 900 economic disad-

research study and best practices collection, 4 thematic

vantaged, low-skilled and low-qualified senior adults

handbooks, a training kit, a video game as tools for ac-

impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic crisis, who are liv-

quiring entrepreneurial competences in rural tourism.

ing in deprived rural areas from at least 9 European local

The project platform of resources and community will

communities.

ensure direct impact on more than 900 adults learners

The project will teach seniors (50+) to create their own

(seniors) by 2022 who will increase their relatively low

new business in villages by using innovative local cultur-

level of digital skills and have long term impact on more

al tourism opportunities based on social innovation best

than 500 European travel agencies.

practices and circular economy principles. The project
intends to be a great opportunity for seniors to earn their

Find out more: http://smart-village-project.com/

own living in the economic crisis generated by the pandemic period, keep their mind engaged and challenged

Michaela Linder-Fally, Vice-President

and stay active in the community.

VISIT AT A MODERN SLOVENIAN FARM
SELLING THEIR EXCELLENT PRODUCTS IN
THE REGION OF ZALEC, WHEN FINALLY AT
LEAST HALF OF THE PARTNERS COULD
MEET IN PERSON. SEPTEMBER 2021

PROJECT TEAM PICTURE AT UPI
ZALEC PEOPLE’S UNIVERSITY
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Developing Digital Data literacy
D3 RELATES TO THE NEED FOR

EUROGEO successfully applied for and coordinates the Erasmus Plus D3 (De-

INFORMATION LITERACY FOR ALL

veloping Digital Data literacy project. D3 addresses the digital data literacy

CITIZENS IN EUROPE.

gaps of secondary school teachers and their pupils. The purpose is to encourage the integration of open data, digital skills and democratic engagement in
schools.
D3 relates to the need for information literacy for all citizens in Europe. Eradicating present-day problems such as the rise of populism and mis-information
in all its forms and dimensions is one of the greatest challenges faced in Europe.
A comparative review of school curricula, qualifications and digital data tools
was published after desk and field research, making the connection between
the EU Digital Competence Framework (DigComp 2.0) and school curricula.
Based on this A training course has been developed introducing teachers to
digital data literacy in the context of the EU Digital Competence Framework
(DigComp 2.0) and school curricula
Visit https://d3.youthmetre.eu/ to find out more.

Karl Donert, Vice-President
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DALDIS
DALDIS a European funded project involving 8 partners
aims to establish open access digital assessment for
learning through the application and dissemination of the
StudyQuest (www.study-quest.com). Digital assessment refers to the use of technology to assist assessment and is applied in different curriculum contexts and
tested in schools in 6 European countries. This innovative
data analysis processes can support learners and teachers and determine as well as evaluate the most effective
questioning and learning models.
In order to achieve these objectives DALDIS is focusing
on:

•

•

•

Establishing “assessment for learning” based on

Finally, DALDIS principal outputs, some of which have

feedback using digital technology;

already been produced include the:

Addressing science and modern foreign languages
(English and French depending on the country in-

•

Pilot results and evaluation reports;

volved);

•

Curriculum aligned question sets in five languages;

Appling the technology in six different European

•

Technology upgrades to support needs of schools in

countries (Ireland, UK, Poland, Denmark, Turkey and

•

participating countries;

Greece);

•

Software UI translated to five languages;

Appling the technology in schools for students aged

•

Data analysis report outlining findings on effective-

5 through 9;
•

Matching national curricula and classroom teaching

ness of methods;
•

practice in each country with the question sets used;
•

Applying a Stress testing technology;

•

Upgrading the Technology to add specific function-

Training materials and online user help in five languages;

•

A website with pilot and evaluation results and the
training and online user help.

ality to the process ;
•

Supporting the personalisation of the learning approach, based on data analysis of the question setting methods.

Prof Kostis Koutsopoulos, Vice-President
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BIO-MAPS
The biographical map library of European authors (Cartoteca biográfica de autores europeos) is a project that aims
to raise awareness of the social value of literature as part
of European cultural heritage. This should be an essential
part of the secondary school curriculum.
The BIOMAPS project is formed by an association of educational centres at different levels (secondary education
and university) that form a tandem in each of the participating countries. Spain, the project coordinator, the IES
San Roque de Badajoz (Secondary Education) and the
UNED (National University of Distance Education); Portugal, the Escola Secundária Quinta das Palmeiras de Covilhã (Secondary Education) and the Instituto Politécnico do
Porto (Polytechnic Institute of Oporto); Hungary, the Kispesti Károlyi Mihály Magyar-Spanyol Tannyelvű Gimnázium of Budapest (Secondary Education) and Eötvös
Loránd University (ELTE). These learning institutions are
accompanied by the organisation EUROGEO, the Europe-

The selected relevant classic literature, highlighting the

an Association of Geographers, which gives the project a

work of women and men, will determine the story maps to

greater European projection.

be developed. Each of the participating countries (Spain,

The project will address the use of work methodologies

Hungary and Portugal) will organise a real fieldtrip literary

and innovative digital technology in literature analysis:

route to increase pupils’ motivation.

“Digital Map Storytelling” and the technologies of Geo-

This innovative project demonstrates a novel, attractive

graphical Information Systems in the Cloud with ArcGIS

and inspiring way of learning about the value of a coun-

Online (ESRI). Secondary school students collaborating

try’s literary heritage and the biographies of its authors.

on the project are developing linguistic communication

Following the lockdown, the first transnational meeting

competences in Spanish as a main or secondary language.

took place last November at UNED (Madrid).

They are also improving their cultural awareness when
carrying out the work with national authors and by devel-

More information can be found at: www.biomaps.eu/

oping literary routes, not only in digital cartography, but
also in real fieldtrips.

Dr María Luisa de Lázaro Torres, Vice-President
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EAT
The EAT Framework (defined by Professor Carol Evans)
is a research-informed inclusive approach to enhancing
assessment and feedback at individual, module, programme, faculty, and university-wide levels. In focusing
on assessment literacy, assessment feedback, and assessment design, it promotes a holistic and integrated
perspective to enhancing self-regulation in learning and
teaching.

discipline; college; university). The three interconnected

EAT is an Erasmus Plus KA2 Project which seeks to

dimensions and their four areas are presented as a set of

address Enhancing Equity, Agency, and Transparency

twelve decision making cards, with both teacher focused

in Assessment Practices in Higher Education. EAT is a

and student focused versions available, as well as key

3-year project (2020-2023) that aims to support edu-

considerations for programme leaders.

cators in developing and implementing high quality, innovative assessment practices by use of a research-in-

Find out more about the project at https://www.eat-

formed inclusive participatory assessment framework.

framework.com/eat-erasmus

EAT provides a practical tool that universities can use
across disciplines, and at a variety of levels (individual;

Dr Rafael de Miguel González, President
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ONLIFE
ONLIFE is a new Erasmus Plus project looking to empower hybrid competences for Onlife Adaptable Teaching in
School Education in pandemic times.
The project aims at empowering teachers and school leaders to face the digital transformation of the educational
system in a time of crisis. Indeed, the goal is to reinforce
the schools to provide high quality and inclusive digital
education to their students through the development of
a Guidebook for enhancing digital technologies in School
education, a teacher training course and recommendation
and guidelines for school system bodies in providing useful framework instruments to improve teaching quality.

Find out more about the project at https://onlife.up.krakow.pl/

Karl Donert, Vice-President
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Ride & Smile
The speciﬁc objectives of the project are:
•

to promote raising awareness about environmental
challenges and a better understanding of the importance of individual choices as factors of change

•

to promote sustainable urban mobility principles
among pupils and the use of the bicycle as the most
effective means of transportation

•

reinforcing the development of key competences in
pupils, such as communication in foreign languages,
digital competences, social and civic competences,

Climate change is one of the main challenges our planet

including climate action

is facing and its effects became extremely visible to all.
Transport accounts for a quarter of the EU’s greenhouse

Find out more about the project at

gas emissions and its share continues to grow.

https://ride.smile-project.eu

The Ride and Smile project aims to foster the development of active European citizens who are aware of
the relevance of their individual choices as triggers of
change, by introducing in the daily life bicycle as transport mode to schools.

Prof Daniela Schmeinck, Vice-President
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V-GLOBAL

V-GLOBAL is a project developed over three years by

same direction as the Global indicator framework for the

a consortium of four universities: Université de Paris,

Sustainable Development Goals, and the 2030 targets,

France Île de France (France); the Universitaet Hamburg

and in particular focuses on goal 13.3 “to improve edu-

(Germany); the National Technical University of Athens

cation, awareness-raising and human and institutional

(NTUA) (Greece); and UNED, the Universidad Nacional de

capacity on climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact

Educacion a Distancia (Spain). A European Association,

reduction and early warning”.

EUROGEO, and a Greek company that has expertise in

The first transnational meeting took place at the coor-

technology, Sineterismos Ergazomenon-Common Space,

dinating University, Université de Paris Île de France,

also participated in the project.

in mixed modality: some partners traveled to Paris for

The project focuses on digitization as being central to

face-to-face meetings, while others preferred to attend

addressing the challenge of environmental and global

the meeting online. Essential agreements about the di-

change. It understands that sustainability and Education

rection of future work were established. Thus, the first

for Sustainable Development (ESD) are closely linked to

real fieldtrip of the project will take place on 3rd-4th May

values, norms and attitudes that differ culturally, but they

2022 in Athens, and the virtual fieldtrip will be created at

are possible to be worked through with dialogue. Specifi-

a workshop during the EUROGEO 2022 conference.

cally, the project works on the plan to make the EU’s economy sustainable. Underpinning the project is the belief
that this can be achieved by turning climate and environmental problems into opportunities; thereby making the
transition just and inclusive for all. Thus, it works in the

Dr María Luisa de Lázaro Torres, Vice-President
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DigiPath
Seven cheerful members of the Erasmus Plus Digi Path project are shown at
the photo above. Cheerful because of the opportunity to meet in person in this
difficult year full of covid restrictions. This was in the beginning of November in
Berlin. Partners coming from the United Kingdom, Greece, Cyprus, The Netherlands and host country Germany met during one day to discuss details on the
challenging project. Digi Path, the project started November 2020, involves
the development of a game that will enable Trans National Citizens (TNC) to
access government opportunities, regulations or funding in a more easy way. It
involves digital literacy as well as a certain proficiency in languages. The game,
as indicated in the above photo, will be developed in the languages English,
German, Greek and French. Partner EUROGEO brings in digital expertise in
the development of the game as well their international network as far as multiplier events are involved. Furthermore, EUROGEO is involved in the testing of
the game. The game is on and not yet over!

Karl Donert, Vice-President

36

Morocco

EUROGEO Morocco field visit did not take place in 2020
neither in 2021. Although options were considered in
April and October. These two possible visits were postponed and later completely cancelled. Because the trip
stayed published on our website it was significant that
persons did apply. For 2022 EUROGEO together with
partners Education for All Morocco and Discover Ltd will
investigate a Fall 2022 option for the six-day trip. Details
are available at

ht t ps: // w w w.eurogeogr aphy.eu /ac t ivi t ies /morocco-field-visit-2022/

Eurogeo

37

Annual report 2021

EUROGEO Book series in 2021
In 2021, the EUROGEO book series entitled “Key chal-

Geographers, addressed to researchers interested in

lenges in geography” has published two books: “Hidden

learning more about publishing a book in the fields of

Geographies” and “Ocean Literacy: Understanding the

Geography and Sustainability Research. This webinar

Ocean”. At the same time, three new books are in pro-

was brought by Springer Nature and the EUROGEO, and

duction, which will be published in 2022: “Sustainable

is a reﬂection of the successful collaboration with the

Development Goals in Europe: a geographical approach”,

“Key Challenges in Geography” book series. EUROGEO

“Teaching Primary Geography” and “ Assessment in

is committed to capacity building of young researchers,

Geographical Education: An International Perspective”.

supporting geographers in their jobs and academic ca-

EUROGEO Book Series at Springer has become one of

reers, so publication possibilities will be carried out in a

the editorial projects with higher impact internationally,

further book at this Series.

and with the faster growing rate. Since its in 2019, in

Books proposals for forthcoming titles are welcome. For

the last three years eight books have been published at

more information, call for chapters and guidelines, please

this Series, with a total numbers of downloads around

visit: https://www.springer.com/series/15694

50,000, as per the webpage of Springer.
EUROGEO and Springer want to strongly support the

Prof Kostis Koutsopoulos, Dr. Rafael de Miguel González &

research work of the new generation of young geog-

Prof Daniela Schmeinck, Book Series Editors

raphers. To this end, in April 2021 they have organised
an exclusive webinar entitled Book Publishing 101 for

Book title

Downloads

Geospatial Challenges in the 21st Century

14,000

Aligning Geopolitics, Humanitarian Action and Geography in
Times of Conﬂict

10,000

Geospatial Technologies in Geography Education

5,500

Smart Geography

9,000

Places of Memory and Legacies in an Age of Insecurities and
Globalization

3,200

Frontier Making in the Amazon

2,000

Ocean Literacy: Understanding the Ocean

2,700

Hidden Geographies

2,400
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EUROGEO Conference 2022

“RE-VISIONING GEOGRAPHY

The 2022 EUROGEO Annual Meeting and Conference “RE-VISIONING

FOR SUSTAINABILITY IN

GEOGRAPHY FOR SUSTAINABILITY IN THE POST-COVID ERA” will be or-

THE POST-COVID ERA”.

ganised in May 2022 in Mytilene, Lesvos, Greece. The conference will start
on 5th May 2022 and conclude on 6th May 2022. University of the Aegean,
University Hill, Mytilene 81100, Lesvos Island, Greece.

The EUROGEO Conference will aim to address cross-cutting issues such as:

•

How do geographers, universities, companies and education respond to Sustainable
Development Goals and complex challenges in the context of the COVID pandemic?

•

What is the role of Geography in the landscape of spatial technologies and open
data and how can these assist in achieving SDGs?

•

How new eco-social challenges are positioned in the face of a post-pandemic Global
Change?

•

How can we explore novel educational contexts and resources to transform towards
sustainability of socio-ecological systems?

•

What conceptual frameworks and strategies can contribute to the construction of
societies based on human welfare and the care of nature?

•

What are the interactions between Sustainable Development Goals, international
migrations and refugees?

Annual report 2021
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