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Innovation, engagement and collaboration have been three 
themes running through the work of EUROGEO in 2014. 
The European Association of Geographers is a membership-
based organization, primarily established for running 
events and training activities. The past year has seen us 
diversify our activities as we became increasingly involved 
in international projects, in global actions and on topics of 
geographical significance.
The first months of 2014 saw the start of three exciting 
new projects in education and training. The GeoCapabilities 
2 project (www.geocapabilities.org) coordinated by the 
Institute of Education, London and involving the AAG got 
underway. It deals with powerful knowledge, leadership and 
curriculum making in school geography. 
EUROGEO is a core member of an ICT Network initiative 
called School on the Cloud (www.schoolonthecloud.eu), 
which places the association at the heart of new Cloud-
based technological developments. GeoSkills Plus (www.
geoskillsplus.eu) is a geospatial careers project and works in 
vocational education and training. 
Our international peer-reviewed journal, the European 
Journal of Geography (ISSN / E-ISSN: / 1792-1341), was 
accepted for inclusion in SCOPUS the leading world 
citation database. The reviewers commented on it as, 
“A fine journal with excellent and widely cited papers on 
European geography - green lights all the way. So welcome 
to Scopus!”. 
In March, members of EUROGEO met with colleagues from 
EUGEO and the IGU to develop a Geography Roadmap 
for Europe. The meeting was hosted by the KNAG (Dutch 
Geographical Association). Follow up meetings were held 
at our annual conference in Malta and at the IGU Regional 
Congress in Krakow.
EUROGEO applied for and was approved as a partner 
organization in the “Open Geo for All” initiative. The goal 
is, by combining the potential of e-learning tools and open 
source geospatial software, to strengthen education in 
GIScience by covering open source, open standards, and 
open data in geospatial technology. The aim is to make it 
possible for individuals and organisations to get access to 
geospatial education. 
EUROGEO continues to offer training courses under the 
Erasmus+ programme. 
Our Annual Meeting and Conference in Malta on the 
theme the “Power of Geography and the Role of Spatial 
Information” attracted more than 200 papers and posters 
as Geographers from more than 40 countries gathered in 
Valetta. In addition to the paper sessions, there were keynote 
presentations from Professor Mei Po Kwan, Professor 
Vladimir Kolossov and Professor Russell King and several 
free workshops on Writing for Publication, Open Access to 

and the use of LIDAR data for research, ArcGIS Online and 
the use statistics in education (I-Use Project).
A special session celebrated 35 years of EUROGEO and 
looked to the future of the association and the role it plays 
in promoting Geography. The Chair of the IGU Commission 
for Geographic Education Professor Joop van der Schee, 
brought delegates together to discuss the future of 
geography education with the Presidents of the IGU, EUGEO 
and EUROGEO. Members of the AAG, EGEA (European Young 
Geographers) and SEAGA (South East Asian Geographers) 
participated in the debate.
In May EUROGEO received the World Geospatial Policy 
Implementation Award at the Geospatial World Forum in 
Geneva. This was presented in recognition of our successful 
advocacy and promotional activities that directly impacted 
on the development of the use of geospatial science and 
technology in education through activities in the digital-
earth.eu project. 
At the Council of Europe I chaired a working group of 
NGOs looking to develop an understanding of the nature 
and scope of education for living together through active 
citizenship, provide examples of initiatives in living together; 
and develop a roadmap for developing education for living 
together through active citizenship in different settings. 
I was then elected Vice President of the Commission on 
Democracy Social Cohesion and Global Challenges in the 
Council of Europe Conference of INGOs. 
In June, EUROGEO was present and active at the first 
International Congress of the Turkish Association of 
Geographers. We also participated in the GeoSkills Plus 
workshop in the Netherlands looking at the state of geo-
employment and the labour market across Europe. EUROGEO 
was invited to contribute to the NASA World Wind Challenge 
to inspire ideas for building great applications that serves 
the INSPIRE Directive and use NASA’s open source virtual 
globe technology World Wind.
EUROGEO has been actively involved with groups of 
international NGOs advocating for human rights to be 
considered as an essential component of future international 
climate change agreements. The impacts of climate change 
threaten to undermine the protection of human rights for 
all. EUROGEO helped prepare a position paper on the topic 
and has lobbied in Europe for the inclusion of human rights 
in the debates leading to the 2015 COP21 Paris conference. 
I was then invited to chair the Climate Change and Human 
Rights Working Group at the Council of Europe, connecting 
NGOs with the activities European Parliamentary assembly. 

PRESIDENT’S REVIEW 2014
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value of 
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In October EUROGEO participated in the 10th Congress of 
the Hellenic Geographical Society, a hugely successful event 
that aimed to encourage collaboration between geographers 
from different countries on the theme ‘Geography in an era 
of crisis’. 
Then in November EUROGEO was involved in the Geo- World 
Record event that took place online. 
The final versions of the Spatial Citizenship training courses 
that combine geography, political education and Web 2.0 
technologies, became available for download from www.
spatialcitizenship.org. A really interesting project and high 
quality materials and resources.
At the end of the year we received the excellent news 
that the Bulgarian Geographic Society, founded in 1918, 
has restarted and is active with a lot of enthusiasm. They 
rejoined EUROGEO as members and we look forward to 
working with closely with them in the future.

This has been an incredibly busy year for the association, full 
of innovative actions promoting the importance of geography 
and the value of geographers in society. The support of 
members, volunteers and especially those on the Presidium 
has been invaluable. If you feel you can offer something or 
wish to contribute to the work of our association please 
contact me at karldonert@eurogeography.eu.

Karl Donert | President EUROGEO
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The publication of the European Journal of Geography 
(EJG) has been based on discussion and agreements with 
the European Commission, in accordance with the agreed 
goal of the European Ministers of Education, under the 
Bologna Process and Lisbon Agenda, to make European 
higher education a worldwide reference and standard. EJG 
is EUROGEO’s commitment towards seeking to achieve this 
status for Geography in Europe.
With the establishment of the European Journal of 
Geography, EUROGEO not only fulfilled these obligations, 
but it achieved the first of its major goals, namely providing 
a forum for geographers worldwide to communicate on all 
aspects of research and applications of geography with a 
European dimension. 
Within only four years of publishing EJG, the journal was 
evaluated by the Content Selection & Advisory Board 
(CSAB) and accepted for inclusion in SCOPUS the leading 
world citation database. The reviewer comments were 
that EJG is: “A fine journal with excellent and widely cited 
papers on European geography - green lights all the way.“ 
This represented a major milestone in the short history of 
EUROGEO and its journal. 
Article Contents: The contents of the papers published 
in the EJG range from environmental issues, to spatial 
economics and problems of specific European region. The 
authors have examined lands, features, inhabitants and 
phenomena as well as the spatial patterns and processes 
that take place on the surface of the earth. Through their 
scientific efforts, geographers publishing in EJG advance the 
universally accepted notion that Geography is indeed the 
best way to study the world we live in. Moreover, most of 
them by examining our world using a European perspective 
demonstrate their diversity and differences, which represent 
our science’s strength and thus enhance and enrich our 
discipline.

Number of Issues and Articles: Due to the large number of 
papers submitted and the demand for special issues the 
number increased in 2014 to 5 issues and 34 papers. 
Usage: The number of visits to the EJG Web site and 
downloads of papers continue increasing, but follow a 
seasonal variation. 
The Geography of submitted papers: More than 250 
potential authors have registered on the European Journal 
of Geography site. They are from almost all parts of the 
world. The authors of the published papers are coming from 
less than half of these countries (47%). That is, membership 
distribution is significantly different from that of the authors. 
Furthermore the great majority of the study areas examined 
by the authors concern the their own countries. This suggests 
“We are from where we … write about”. In other words EJG 
papers and authors represent a true picture of the unevenly 
spatially distributed active Geographic countries and centers.
A final goal for the journal however has yet to be achieved, 
for EJG has not been awarded an impact factor index. This will 
be achieved by intensify efforts to increase the referencing 
and citation of EJG’s papers, it requires the contribution of all 
of us who believe and value European Geography.  
In conclusion, we might say that the publication of EJG 
presents to the editor, the Presidium and the EUROGEO 
organization all kinds of problems, costs and risks, but at 
the same time offers a series of expectations and potential 
returns that a few years back we could not even think of. In 
other words, the running of our new scientific journal, the 
EJG, fortunately and pleasantly is the pride and constant 
concern of all of us. 

Professor Kostis Koutsopoulos 
Vice President, Editor-in Chief

5 issues 
and 
34 articles 
in 2014

European Journal Of Geography
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The 2014 annual conference of the European Association of 
Geographers (EUROGEO) was held in Valletta (Malta) from 
15th to the 17th of May 2014. The Geography Department 
within the Faculty of Arts of the University of Malta was host 
to the conference for the 35th anniversary of EUROGEO. 
The conference was structured in different parts: Keynote 
presentations were given by three Professors. Dr. Mei-
Po Kwan, Department of Geography and Geographic 
Information Science, University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign (UIUC), USA spoke about “The Uncertain 
Geographic Context Problem: Implications for Geographic 
Research”. Then, Professor Vladimir Kolosov, President of the 
International Geographical Union gave the second key note 
about “Understanding borders: a geographical perspective” 
and Professor Russell King, Professor of Geography at the 
University of Sussex and Visiting Professor of Migration 
Studies at Malmö University, Sweden and Visiting Professor 
of Geography at the University of Malta did the third 
presentation on Geography, Migration and Albania. 
A workshop on LIDAR Processing was conducted by Dr. 
Martin Isenburg at the congress. 
Nearly one hundred papers were presented as oral 
presentations at other parallel sessions together with 33 
posters. Academics, researchers, high school teachers, 
companies, NGOs and students - many of them from EGEA 
association-, participated in the conference. 

Although the main theme of the conference was “The 
Power of Geography and the Role of Spatial Information”, 
all aspects of Geography were covered in the conference, 
particularly those dealing with urban areas, transport, 
environment and the role of spatial data in decision making. 
Discussion on a joint strategy for geography education took 
place during the conference conducted by professors Van 
der Schee and Bednarz. Geographical knowledge is a vital 
component in the education of young people in a globalizing 
world. It is also important for professional aims. 
As usual, the annual meeting of EUROGEO took place at the 
annual conference. 
A walking tour around Valletta showed attendees the beauty 
and the history of its streets.
 
Dr María Luisa de Lázaro 
Vice President

The 2015 EUROGEO Conference “Communicating 

Geography: serving our world” will be held by the Turkish 

Association of Geographers & Gazi University at Ankara 

(Turkey), from 21st to the 22nd of May 2015. 

joint 
strategy for 
geography 
education

The Power Of Geography  
And The Role Of Spatial  
Information

EUROGEO Conference 2014
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Geospatial Excellence Award For 
EUROGEO

geospatial 
science  
and 
technology

For their activities on the EC funded digital-earth.eu 
network and in collaboration with Z_GIS at the University 
of Salzburg, EUROGEO was awarded the World Geospatial 
Policy Implementation Award at the Geospatial World 
Forum in Geneva. The award relates to policy makers and 
implementers whose work directly impacts in development 
of geospatial science and technology. Karl Donert received 
the award at the GeoSpatial World Forum event held in May 
2014 (http://awards.geospatialmedia.net/gwf/).
The award was presented in recognition of the successful 
advocacy and promotional activities that directly impacted 
on the development of the use of geospatial science and 
technology in education. The digital-earth.eu project has 
been a partnership of 87 organizations from more than 20 
countries. 

A European Centre was founded to generate a European 
infrastructure of expert Digital Earth Centres (http://
www.digital-earth-edu.net), which offer the potential to 
form multipliers by working with many academics and 
educators in their own situations, by influencing national 
and European policy and by communicating and advocating 
future visions as part of an informed Community of Practice. 
The network has created further innovation and 
entrepreneurial activity, through spinoff projects like Spatial 
Citizenship (http://spatialcitizenship.eu).
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network of 
educators

As an association, EUROGEO is strongly focused on 
innovation in geographical education. In recent years, Cloud 
Computing has become important in business and in industry 
and is predicted to have a major impact on education. 
With these technological developments learning processes 
involving openness, personalization, communications, 
analytics and reusability of resources are likely to develop. 
The development of interactive Web mapping was one 
example. So EUROGEO helped in the development of the 
School on the Cloud project, a network of educators seeking 
to explore the impact of the Cloud in education and training. 
School on the Cloud – Connecting Education to the Cloud 
for Digital Citizenship (SoC) is an ICT network. SoC explores 
new dynamic ways in education that align with the way we 
think, share, learn and collaborate, across various sectors, by 
exploiting the opportunities arising from the Cloud.
The premise behind School on the Cloud is this technology 
transforms the whole education process. This is because 
it has the power to fundamentally change how learners 
cooperate and collaborate. It impacts on the ways education 
management, administration and teaching takes place. 
Change management also implies strong educational 
leadership. 

As a result the School on Cloud network undertakes research 
and publish the “state of the art”; examines pedagogical 
approaches; produces guidance resources for educators; 
establishes 4 working groups to look at management, 
teaching, learning and Cloud-based digital futures; creates 
a School on Cloud Web site (http://www.schoolonthecloud.
eu). 
School on the Cloud consists of 57 European partners from 
18 countries, distributed widely across Europe and includes 
most types of educational stakeholder and all sectors of 
education. More specifically, there are 21 Universities and 
teacher training departments, 9 NGOs, 8 schools, SMEs, 
research institutes, adult education and VET providers, 
a European professional association and a library. The 
coordinating organization is Doukas School in Athens 
Greece.
The Network is funded by the European Commission 
under the Lifelong Learning Programme, Key Activity 3 
– ICT Networks, with a duration of 3 years (01/01/2014 - 
31/12/2016).

Innovating For Education: 
School On The Cloud
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In 2014 EUROGEO had a positive balance of 5,243.81 EUR. 
Our main incomes are 
• projects EUROGEO is involved in as partner 
• our annual congress
• training and courses we organize
Our main expenses are:
• services, including payment of people doing the pro-

ject work and board expenses (incl. board meeting and 
lobbying)

• goods, including payment site European Journal of 
geography and accountant and webhosting

Despite the fact we had no European grant (like in 2013 
the Jean Monnet grant) we succeeded to continue our in-
volvement in all activities and were able to keep a positive 
balance.

Luc Zwartjes 
Treasurer

Financial Report 2014

Sint-Blasiusstraat 3
8020 Waardamme Belgium
ONDERNEMINGSNUMMER 0817.975.363

EXPEDITURE AMOUNT INCOME AMOUNT
Services 104,693.59 € Membership 1,061.85 €
Financial costs 27.99 € Grant 20,869.97 €
Goods 18,785.40 € Congresses and courses 29.992.69 €
Other costs Projects 76,326.46 €

Trainings 500.00 €
Financial profits 21.03 €

 Total expediture 123,506.98 €  Total income  128,750.79 € 
Balance 2014 +5,243.81 €

positive  
balance
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The Bulgarian Geographical Society (BGS) was founded in 1918 
under the leadership of the founder of geographical sciences in 
Bulgaria Professor Anastas Ishirkov. He became the first Head 
of the executive committee and led the society until 1934, 
when he was succeeded by Professor Ivan Batakliev. Under 
their governance, the Society carried out various activities in the 
country but also developed active relations with geographical 
societies in Germany, France and other European countries. 
During the period 1945 - 1990, the main activities of BGS 
included organizing and conducting scientific sessions, 
international scientific forums, conferences for geographical 
education and six consecutive national congresses of the 
Bulgarian geographers. BGS issued scientific journals such 
as “Reports of the Bulgarian Geographical Society” and 
“Problems of Geography”, series of geographical books and 
popular editions such as Geographical Review” and “Countries 
and People”. In the second half of the 20th century BGS 
founded branches in most regional centers in Bulgaria. After 
1990 the activity of BGS was limited and in 2001 it lost its 
legal status. 
In 2012 an a group of geographers from the Faculty of Geology 
and Geography at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” 
and the Department of Geography at the National Institute 
of Geophysics, Geodesy and Geography at the Bulgarian 
Academy of Sciences initiated the process to restore the legal 
status of the organization. EUROGEO supported this initiative, 

as the President, Karl Donert wrote a letter of support to the 
institutions of concern. Thanks to these actions, the society was 
officially restored on 29.05.2014. The first general assembly 
was held on 08.11.2014 in the Sofia University “St. Kliment 
Ohridski” and a new regular Executive Committee was elected. 
The main objectives in the BGS statutes are to contribute for 
the development of all fields of geographical science, the statue 
of geographical education in the country, to facilitate scientific, 
management and professional activities for geographers, and 
to work for the promotion of geography as a discipline in 
educational programs at all levels.

Dr. Stoyan Nedkov I Member
Dr Alexander Kotsev I Vice President

promotion 
of 

geography 

Bulgarian Geographic Society 
Restarted 
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Making A Difference:  
Council Of Europe

Geographical Connections
The work and activities of EUROGEO are increasingly 
becoming global, as we have become involved in a number 
of important international campaigns. 
Throughout 2014 EUROGEO has been a stakeholder 
organization in the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) initiative called “EyeonEarth” (http://
www.eoesummit.org/). More than 100 geo-organisations 
worldwide have been focusing on the need for open data 
and access to geoinformation through a series of special 
initiatives, seeking to persuage politicians and decision 
makers of the importance of ‘geo’. 
In 2014 there were increasing calls for human rights 
protection for all in the COP 20 climate talks in Lima. Based 
on its activities in the Council of Europe, EUROGEO was 
asked to participate in meetings and lobbying campaigns 

to highlight the fact that climate change threatens to 
undermine the protection of human rights. 
EUROGEO has been playing a fundamental role in 
safeguarding and supporting Geography and geographical 
education. Working with other leading organisations to 
review and discuss the position of geography in schools, 
through a joint declaration and then in initiating the 
development of a „roadmap“ for the future. 
EUROGEO is a partner in international actions like the GI-
N2K Project, looking at the demand for and the supply 
of education and training in the domain of geographic 
information and as partners in Geo-Capacity Building events, 
for example at the World Geospatial Forum, in Geneva, to 
enable industry engagement with education and training 
initiatives.

EUROGEO, as an independent non-governmental organization 
(INGO), maintains its participatory status in the Council of 
Europe. Participatory status is granted to INGOs, which are 
representative in their fields of competence at European  
level. The role of INGOs is to collaborate with the departments 
in the Council and the European Parliamentary Assembly; 
be consulted on issues of concern and thereby influence 
policymaking.  At present some 300 INGOs hold this status, 
EUROGEO remains the only geographical organization.
In 2014 EUROGEO has been active in two main areas, as a 
member of the Committee on Democracy, Social Cohesion 
and Global Challenges (http://democracy-cingos.weebly.

com) where work on Climate Change and Human Rights, the 
Landscape Convention and European Citizenship has been 
taking place; and as part of the Committee on Education and 
Culture, examining the role of new technologies in education 
and the changing role of teachers in future schools.
EUROGEO members are welcome to participate in Council 
of Europe activities. If this is of interest to you or your 
organization, please contact the EUROGEO President 
(president@eurogeography.eu).

Karl Donert
President
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The Association reaches out the wide group of geoenthusiasts 
also through monthly newsletters (few thousands recipients). 
Specific activities undertaken in the projects lead/supported 
by EUROGEO are also presented in dedicated newsletters. 
Find EUROGEO online at: www.eurogeography.eu

EUROGEO Online –  
Creating A Stronger Net-
work Of Geographers

LinkedIn: 
European Association of  
Geographers (EUROGEO)

Facebook: 
EUROGEO-European Association

Twitter:  @eurogeography

The 21st century is the Era of communication. EUROGEO 
communicates geography using as many available channels 
as possible, putting great effort to connect geographers from 
Europe and beyond our continent.
In 2014 EUROGEO invited its members and enthusiasts for 
the launch of a new website, available under the link: www.
eurogeography.eu. Its modern, refreshed look attracted new 
group of users. With more than 50,000 visits a year, the EU-
ROGEO home page has strengthen its position as a leading 
center of geography promotion and dissemination.
EUROGEO is also widely present in social media. It posted the 
first message on Facebook in 2011. Since then the Associa-
tion has spread out its online activity connecting more than 
7500 geographers through Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn 
networks. Last year new Twitter account for EUROGEO (@eu-
rogeography) was launched gathering almost 800 followers 
in the first months. 
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EUROGEO has been a member in the innovative and 
highly ambitious Spatial Citizenship project examining 
the use of geo-media in education. To successfully take 
advantage of new tools and technologies and participate as 
responsible “spatial citizens” necessitates the development 
of new capabilities. SPACIT raised awareness of both the 
opportunities as well as impacts and challenges of using 
geo-media in society. 
A spatial citizen should be able to interpret and critically 
reflect on spatial information, communicate with the 

assistance of maps and other spatial representations, and 
express location-specific opinions using geo-media. 
These capabilities need to be addressed at secondary school 
level. SPACIT provides the relevant teacher training activities.
The teacher training course is available for free download at 
http://www.spatialcitizenship.org

Karl Donert I President

Spatial Citizenship Project  
Transforms Geo-Education 

I Use Statistics In Education
EUROGEO is a partner in the EU funded I-Use 
project dealing with the use of statistics in schools. 
The objective of I-Use is to focus on the teaching 
and learning activities considered necessary for the 
professional development of teachers. 
Through training and the use of interactive I-Use 
tools, they can support their students in becoming 
more statistically literate, capable of reasoning 
from and about information and making informed 
decisions based on quantitative information. 

I-Use has developed some ready-made lesson 
materials and an interactive toolbox allowing 
students to easily create own statistical visualisations. 
All the materials and further information can be 
found at http://www.i-use.eu.

Luc Zwartjes I Vice President
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sharing 
aims

Young Geographers

EUROGEO is a very accessible organization for young 
geographers. EUROGEO’s journal and conference are open 
for Masters and Doctoral students and PhD’s, thereby 
offering them the chance to publish and present their 
work to a wider audience of European geographers and 
organisations. EUROGEO helps young geographers in the 
first steps of their career by offering them contacts, job and 
studentship announcements and advice. 
One of the means by which EUROGEO reaches out to 
young geographers and geography students is via its 
long-term partner EGEA. EGEA is the European Geography 
Association for Students and Young Geographers and shares 
many aims with EUROGEO. It is a large organisation with 
member organisations from over 90 universities in more 
than 30 countries. EGEA and EUROGEO take part in each 
other’s conferences and publish in each other’s magazines 
and newsletters. The boards of both organisations are 
in close contact with each other and we are partners in 
several project applications, including a number of grant 
applications for 2015. We are waiting in anticipation for the 
decisions in the coming year.
Three students from EGEA Malta organized a student program 
for EUROGEO’s Annual Conference in Malta, including a field 
trip and social activities. EGEA members participated in the 

conference and presented their work. EUROGEO was present 
at the Annual Conference of EGEA. This conference hosted 
over 200 students in Predeal, Rumania. This mountain resort, 
which saw a large growth in recent years, was the perfect 
place to discuss the main topic of the conference, the impact 
of tourism on a region.
Discussions are ongoing about how best to integrate EGEA 
members more closely into the work of EUROGEO. For 
example by offering them possibilities for voluntary work 
and internships and to do research. The first online meetings 
in 2014 already led to joint grant applications for 2015.
EUROGEO will be co-organiser of the first EGEA alumni 
conference in 2015 in the Netherlands. The title of the 
conference is ‘Geography at Work’ and the topic will be 
what kind of jobs geographers can do after their graduation. 
Sessions organized around different fields of work will give 
participants the possibility to share information about their 
jobs and also to connect to each other. A second aim of 
the conference is to organize a way for EGEA alumni and 
EUROGEO to work together on their shared aims.

Gert Ruepert I Vice President
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EUROGEO is a registered NGO in Belgium. 
http://www.eurogeography.eu

Contact EUROGEO at:  
eurogeomail@yahoo.co.uk
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