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Karl Donert 
 
President 
 

 

Address: 19 Blackwood Avenue, Liverpool L25 4RN, UK 
Email: kdonert@yahoo.com  
Mobile: +44 (0)7595 313521 
 
Bio:  
Karl Donert is a consultant and education specialist. He is 
Director of the European Centre of Excellence, digital-
earth.eu, based at Salzburg University, Austria. He is a 
UK National Teaching Fellow and worked at Liverpool 
Hope University. He was coordinator of the HERODOT 
Network for Geography in higher education and President 
of EUROGEO (the European Association of 
Geographers). He is a member of the Council of Europe 
Education Group an expert to the European Commission 
in Brussels and former Hon. Vice President of the 
Geographical Association. He researches and publishes 
widely on many aspects of geographical education, 
citizenship and on the State of Geography in Europe. 

  
Harry Rogge  
 
Secretary General 
 

 

Address: Valreep 30 3904 PH Veenendaal, The 
Netherlands 
Email: hrogge@ziggo.nl 
Phone: + 31 318 523031 
Mobile: + 31 6 17948120 
 
Bio :  
Geographer University of Amsterdam and Vrije 
Universiteit Amsterdam ; co-founder of HERODOT 
Network for Geography in higher education and Secretary 
General of EUROGEO (the European Association of 
Geographers). He participates at INGO of the Council of 
Europe. Current occupation: head of high school in The 
Netherlands. Great expertise on innovation, computer 
technology and internationalisation in secondary 
education. 

  
Luc Zwartjes  
 
Vice President: 
Treasurer 
 

 
 

Sint-Blasiusstraat 3, 8020 Waardamme, Belgium 
Email:  luc.zwartjes@skynet.be  
Phone: +32 (0)50 281083 
Mobile: +32 (0)474 608544 
 
Bio:  
Luc Zwartjes is teacher of geography since 1986, and 
teacher trainer since 2000. He is chairman of the VLA, 
Flemish Geography Teachers Association, and has been 
involved in many national and international activities and 
project, such as Eduspace (ESA), AEDE (European 
Association of Teachers), iGuess (Integrating GIS Use in 
Education in Several Subjects). He is also author and 
editor of geography schoolbooks and e-learning platforms. 



  
 
Kostis Koutsopoulos 
 
Vice President: 
research publications 
 

 

Email: koutsop@survey.ntua.gr  
 
Bio:  
Professor Kostis Koutsopoulos is Professor of Geography 
and the Director of the Geography and Spatial Analysis 
Lab at the National Technical University of Athens. He 
has also served for many years as Chairman of the 
Geography and Regional Planning Department as well as 
Dean of the School of Rural and Surveying Engineering. 
His research interests are: Geographical Information 
Systems and Spatial Analysis. He brought GIS in Greece 
and in addition to four GIS undergraduate and 
graduate courses, he teaches a successful distance 
learning seminar on GIS. He has published 39 books and 
monographs, twice as many papers in refereed 
journals and has presented more than 140 papers in 
various meetings. He is a member of several scientific 
and academic associations in Greece and abroad. 
Presently he is on the board of the Hellenic Geographic 
Society, the Greek GIS Association and the Greek 
Section of the R.S.A. (he has served as President of 
these as well as being a member of the European R.S.A. 
Council). 
 

 
Yilmaz Ari 
 
Vice President: 
member benefits, 
publications 
 

 

Email: yari@balikesir.edu.tr yilmazari@hotmail.com 
 
Bio :  
Yilmaz Ari is  associate professor of  cultural-
environmental geography at Balikesir University, Turkey. 
He graduated from Atatürk University in Turkey 
and received a master's of applied geography degree on 
cartography/GIS from Texas State University in the USA. 
He finished his PhD on wetland management and local 
communities in The University of Texas at Austin in 2001. 
He is a member of IUCN (World Conservation Union) 
Commission on Environmental, Economic and Social 
Policy, CEESP). He is also the director of International 
Office at Balikesir University. His current research focuses 
on cultural ecology of national parks and protected areas. 

  



 
Daniela Schmeinck 
 
Vice President: 
events, conferences 
and meetings 
 

 

Email: Daniela.Schmeinck@uni-koeln.de  
 
Bio:  
Professor Dr. Daniela Schmeinck is a lecturer in science 
education in the Institute of Primary Social and Physical 
Sciences at the University of Cologne. She received her 
doctorate degree and the Venia Legendi from the 
University of Education Karlsruhe. She has taught in both 
primary and secondary schools. Her research interests 
include how children perceive and represent the world in 
maps. She also works on conceptual change and peer 
learning in primary science and primary geography. She is 
an author of schoolbooks and researches and publishes 
on many aspects of Geography and Science Education. 
 

  
Gerry O’Reilly 
 
Vice President: 
marketing and 
promotion 
 

 

Email: gerry.oreilly@spd.dcu.ie  
 
Bio:  
Gerry O’Reilly is Senior Lecturer in Geography, and 
International Affairs Co-ordinator at St Patrick’s College, 
College of Dublin City University. He has interests in 
political, economic and cultural geography, geopolitics, 
sustainable development and education. He lectures on 
modules including Humanitarian Action and Geopolitics, 
and also Regional Geography: Mediterranean, Middle 
East and North Africa (MENA); and two field-based 
courses for international and Irish students - Reading the 
Irish Landscape. He obtained his PhD from Durham 
University, and MA from the National University of Ireland 
(University College Cork), with a HDipEd and BA from 
NUI Maynooth. His post doctoral research was 
undertaken in political geography and sustainable 
development at University College Dublin. Before joining 
the Geography Department at SPD DCU in 1997, Gerry 
held lectureship and research posts at UCD, and the 
Universities of Durham, Tunis, and Algeria-Annaba, and 
Visiting Professorship at the Ohio Sate University, 
Columbus. In relation to his applied research interests in 
Humanitarian Action and Geopolitics and as Faculty 
member of the ECHO (EU Humanitarian Office) 
sponsored NOHA (Network on Humanitarian Action), he 
was Erasmus Mundus Visiting Fellow at institutions in the 
Western Cape University (2009), Toronto York University 
(2008) and Columbia University NY (2007). Personal 
webpage: 
http://www.spd.dcu.ie/main/academic/geography/GerryOR
eilly.shtml 

 



 
Gert Ruepert 
 
Vice President: 
EGEA and young 
geographers 
 

 
 

Email: G.Ruepert@udenscollege.nl  
 
Bio:  
Gert Ruepert is a Geography teacher at Udens College, 
Netherlands. He was formerly President of EGEA, the 
European Association of Geography students and Young 
Geographers. Gert is still active with the alumni of this 
organisation. He studied and qualified to be a secondary 
teacher of Geography at the University of Utrecht. 
 

 


