EUROGEO – Association Européenne des Géographes 

EUROGEO – European Association of Geographers

EUROGEO - Europäischer Geographenverband
STATUTES

1.1 

Status of the Association

The Association is an international non-profit (INPA) incorporated under the name EUROGEO: the European Association of Geographers. The Association is governed by the provisions of Title III of the Belgian law of June 27, 1921 concerning the non-profit, international non-profit associations and foundations.
1.2 

Goals and activities of the association

The Association is a non profit organisation which aims to:

· develop, support and promote policies designed to advance the status of Geography

· establish and promote cross-border cooperation in the field of Geography
· promote education and training in Geography from a European perspective

· represent nationally and internationally the views of its members 
To achieve this goal, the activities of the Association include: 

· organising conferences, events and activities for members 

· producing publications for members 


· supporting geographers in their jobs and careers 

· supporting the teaching of geography
· identifying and promoting good practise 

· co-operating with such bodies as the European Union, the Council of Europe and geographical and other relevant organisations;
· lobbying at European and where relevant national level 

· providing a forum for the discussion of matters of common interest to geographers 
· giving advice on geography 

· making recommendations to decision makers 

1.3

Seat of the Association
Luc Zwartjes, VLA, Sint-Blasiusstraat 3, 8020 Waardamme, Belgium 
1.4 

Membership of the Association

Both natural and legal persons can become members of the association. 

The Presidium shall determine the conditions of accession of new members and also decide on the accession of new members. A member may at any time resign from the association by providing a simple notification to the President or Secretary-General of the Association.

A member may be excluded from the association by decision of the Presidium for serious misconduct, or in causing nuisance to the objectives of the association, or in bringing the association into disrepute. 

Members who have resigned or are excluded have no rights to the assets of the association. The members pay an annual fee, whose amount is determined by the Presidium and agreed by a General Assembly of the members of the association.
There are three categories of membership of the Association
· Individual members 
· Organisation members 
· Associate members, to include students, retired and unemployed 
1.5

The General Assembly
Article 1: Powers 

The General Assembly is composed of all members of the association who have a right to vote. The exclusive roles of the General Assembly are as follows:

· approval of annual accounts and budget 

· reporting on the activities of the Association

· appointing and dismissing members of the Presidium 

· granting of agreement to the Presidium 
· making amendments to these Statutes
· dissolution of the Association.

Article 2: Meetings of the General Assembly
The Assembly shall meet whenever the purpose or the importance of the association so requires. They should meet at least once a year, convened to approve the accounts of the past year and the budget for the next year, i.e. within 6 months after the end of the previous year. 
The meeting of the General Assembly is convened by the Presidium or by the President.
The notices convening the general meeting and the agenda will be sent at least 30 days before the meeting by regular or electronic mail to members. 
The Presidium shall determine the agenda. The Presidium can - at the request of a member - add an agenda item.

Article 3: Decision Making 

Each individual and organisational member shall have one vote. A member may, at the general meeting, be represented by another member through a special proxy. 

Subject to the exceptions provided for in this Statute, the decisions are taken by majority vote of the members present or represented. In case of a tied vote, the vote of the President is decisive.

The President can invite to the General Meeting representatives of national or international, scientific or educational organisations. 

Article 4: Notification 

The members will receive within one month following the meeting of the General Assembly by ordinary or electronic mail notification of the decisions taken.

1.6

The Organisation of the Association 

The association is governed by a Presidium consisting of at least 4 members, including its President. 
The President of the Association, who acts as Chair of the Presidium, is appointed by the General Assembly for a term of two years, the President can be re-elected.
The other members of the Presidium are appointed by the General Assembly for a term of three years, they can be re-elected.
The elected Presidium chooses from among its members a Secretary-General, Treasurer and four Vice-Presidents. 
In the case of any vacancy occurring amongst its members, the Presidium shall have power to co-opt members. Any person so appointed shall hold office until the next meeting of the General Assembly.
The Presidium shall exercise all powers of governance and management, except those reserved to the General Assembly.
The powers of the Presidium include: 

· the financial management of the association, including the preparation of the budget and the preparation of financial statements, with a view to approval by the General Assembly
· the presentation of the report of the Association at the General Assembly
· the succession of decisions and opinions of the Association 
· take initiatives to further the aims of the Association,
· ensure that the Association is properly represented,
· the establishment of operational modes of working 

· the membership terms and the amount of the annual membership fee of the members 
· initiate and develop relations with other international organisations
· The establishment of a municipal regulation, 
The Presidium normally meets at least once a year, at the request of the President. The notice shall be done by ordinary or electronic mail at least 15 days before the date of the meeting of the Presidium.
The Presidium can only validly deliberate and decide if at least half of the directors present or represented. Decisions are taken by simple majority of votes present or represented.
1.7 

Representing the Association
Only the President and General Secretary can legitimately represent the Association legally and financially.
1.8

Dissolution of the Association 
Any proposal to dissolve the Association must be notified to members at least six months before a meeting of the General Assembly.  It must be approved by a two-thirds majority of the members present, who would also decide on the disposal of all remaining assets to one or more scholarly institutions.
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