digitalearth;eu - a Comenius network for teaching with GeoInformation in schools 


You are invited to participate in the following project proposal. 
If you are interested, please visit http://www.eurogeography.eu/digital-earth.html for further information about how to become involved. 
Membership of the network is free and open to all those involved in the use of geoinformation education and particularly schools, teacher training organisations, educational groups, NGOs, publishers, software and data providers. 
If you would like to share your ideas about the proposal, please contact Karl Donert at eurogeomail@yahoo.co.uk 

How to join the digitalearth:eu Comenius Network proposal
Visit http://www.eurogeography.eu/digital-earth.html, 

a) download and complete the partner form 

b) fill in the letter of intent on headed notepaper, 

c) scan the letter and send it with the completed partner form to eurogeomail@yahoo.co.uk 
d) send the original letter by post to: 
Michaela Lindner-Fally, Project Manager, Centre for GeoInformatics, Hellbrunnerstr. 34, A-5020 Salzburg, Austria 
The digitalearth:eu Comenius Network Project Summary

There have been a number of major developments in teaching in schools using GeoInformation. Many of these initiatives tend to have occurred at national or regional or even local school level. The EC has supported development through grants for several pilot projects under Comenius and other funds, but little or nothing has been achieved so far in terms of connecting these and other initiatives. This is the purpose of this proposal.

The use of GeoInformation requires specific attention and research to examine and disseminate more widely the curricula and pedagogical innovations involved in teaching different subjects. 
While Geography has been the initiator of most GeoInformation developments, the iGuess Project (www.iguess.eu) has been examining teaching with GeoInformation in several subjects. This proposal therefore encourages partners from any discipline who have something to offer and share with the network.

The digitalearth:eu Comenius Network proposal will be submitted under EC Priority 4: Developing digital learning environments for the acquisition of key competences. Under this action networks should provide a forum / platform for joint reflection and European co-operation in identifying and promoting innovation and best practice on the development/ implementation of a digital learning environment. 

In order to achieve this, digitalearth:eu will need to focus on:

· identifying new methods and approaches to teaching and learning with ICT

· promoting digital educational content relating to key competences and encouraging teachers to use digital technology and resources creatively;

· collecting, validating and disseminating digital content, and integrating it into the work of education establishments and/or national and regional education systems;

· providing services and advice relating to copyright, licensing, quality assurance,

· public-private partnerships and multilingualism;

In order to meet these goals, the digital:earth;eu Comenius network should be established to include partners from as many European countries as possible. 
digitalearth;eu aims to:  

· establish a pan-European network of GIS schools, teacher trainers and other interested organisations in at least 20 countries 
· form special interest groups in the network, for example GI in learning languages, elearning etc.

· establish means and methods for participants to share their experiences, products and expertise
· produce accreditation standards and process of application for Centres of Excellence 

· create the first network of national Centres of Excellence

· create and accredit national centres of GI excellence, through which national, regional multipliers can be sought, formally done through EUROGEO and diigitalearth.eu

· produce a series of core publications through its members on working with GI in different contexts and disciplines 

· give enhanced value to existing best practice by widespread dissemination

· connect the network to national and international initiatives eg EUROGEO,

· further expand and enhance the network

· establish a forum for future developments and growth

The network should also be a forum for participation and opportunities to launch new initiatives and developments.
Planned Outputs 

· at least ONE major conference per year, plus say two specific workshops located in different countries each year, depends on the budget.

· Build Web site and Web community digitalearth.eu 

· Establish national centres of excellence – these are national spokes from the digitalearth.eu hub

· Accreditation system off CoEs from EUROGEO - digitalearth.eu

· Online catalogue – sharing materials, courses, publications, best practice 

· Core Publications 

· e-newsletter – 6 issues a year

· a series of short, approx. 16 page guidance booklets on themes such as: 
a. connecting GI to the school curriculum 

b. integrating disciplines through GI in schools

c. spatial competences

d. GI and teacher training

e. geoinformation and Primary school learners

f. examples – case studies - GI use in different subject areas

g. GI beyond the classroom, for example GI and libraries 

h. Using WebGI in teaching mathematics 
i. curriculum planning for GI

j. successful GI pedagogies 

k. use of e-learning, Web 2.0 and GI
l. GI and mobile technologies, m-learning

m. emerging GI technologies etc.

· research publication on the state of Geoinformation in different member countries 

· leaflets and promotional materials

· Wide network dissemination at other events 

· Making connections to other European school education agencies and organisations
· Multilingual Web site with core information
digitalearth:eu focuses on the issues concerned with the use of GeoInformation in classrooms throughout Europe and particularly the integration of geoinformation into the curriculum and on the need for meaningful, high quality technology experiences in the classroom. 

Through the efforts of the digitalearth:eu network partners will be encouraged to become established as recognised Centres of Excellence in their own countries and regions in order to further promote the aims of the network and ensure multiplier effects across European Education space. 

Karl Donert, President EUROGEO, eurogeomail@yahoo.co.uk 

25th November 2009
