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Research Questions
� How has long historical human use affected wetland

functions?
� Which human uses pose less treat to wetland ecosystem?
� What are the current threats to sustainable use of the

wetland?
� What measures can be taken to insure a sustainable use?



Method

� Fieldwork over a period of 4 years
� Informal interviews
� Participant Observation
� Focus group meetings with stakeholders



Wetlands: Functions and vulues



Lake Marmara-Location-characteristics



Characteristics
� 35 square km
� Freshwater lake
� Interntaionally important wetland (Ramsar)
� Habitat for migrating birds
� Supports some 10 000 people living around
� The only natural lake in this part of Turkey

(ekological function)



Settlements

1 town
12 villages
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History



Agriculture











Threats from Agriculture
� Excessive use of fertilizers
� Pesticide
� Demand for irrigation water
� Illegal use of water



Alternative farming
� Rapunzel in Tekelioglu

village



Fishing



Fishing
� 50 to 100 tons of fish each year (mainly carp)
� Illegal fishing,
� Overfishing,
� Drought,



Threats from fishing
� Introducing exotic fish species,
� Water reclamation to manage fishing,



Animal raising





Water drawing for irrigation



Water reclamation



Threats from water reclamation
� Natural unundation is important,
� Reclamation aims at irrigating agricultural lands,
� Wildlife is ignored,



Conclusions

� Wetland management is unsustainable,
� Ramsar principles of wise use should be employed,
� Wildlife should be paid more attention while ensuring

the sustainable use of local population.
� Fresh water resources are diminishing rapidly and

there is a need to manage wetlands to sustain life.



Thanks for your attention!


