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“Sustainable development
IS development that meets
the needs of the present
without compromising the
ability of future generations
to meet their own needs.”

H. Brundtland (1987)
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SUSTAINABILITY
ENVIRONME ECONOMY
NT 'O stop To prevent the
environmental Syiluppo impoverishment
degradation <ostaRthile of future
generations

aviluppo socio:

ECirmavmyacHs

Territorial

SOCIETY

To improve the quality of life and the
equity among the living generations
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§ » Systems of environmental
management

* Integrated Product Policies
* Local Agenda 21

\
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LOCAL AGENDA 21
CASE STUDY: PADUA21
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“Gli uomini si radunano
nelle citta allo scopo
di vivere:
ess1 rimangono radunati

per vivere la buona vita”

(Aristotele)
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The town is by definition a
non-sustainable
“environment”.

It consumes resources and

prodUCﬂwaste. .

For a development which could be
defined as both sustainable and

compatible with the environment and
with people’s health, it is necessary to
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. THE SUSTAINABLE TOWN

a definition ’> --------------------------------------------------

L

A town Is sustainable when it
offers basic environmental, social
and economic services/facilities to
all the residents, without
compromising the functioning of
nature, settlement and society
systems, on which the offer of

these services e
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e Local A21 originates from the conviction that
the small contributions of several citizens
create public opinion and determine the
trends of the economic forces and of “strong

subjects
* In education activities it means:
—to modify one’s attitudes

—to create skills and attitudes for a
sustainable and shared change
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THE PILLARS OF
LOCAL AGENDA 21

LOCAL

AGENDA
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Process through
which the town and its
iInhabitants try to
activate a trail of
activities aimed at
local sustainability.

— =

“THINK GLOBAL, ACT LOC

CAL
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It activates the participation and the
creativity of all the local community
actors, who become protagonists of the
decision-making process;

It reduces the occasions of conflict and
% opposition between citizens and the
& administration:;

It assures a systemic and Cross-
disciplinary approach _ to problems:
social, economic and environmental
aspects are taken into account

\JLs
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THE POTENTIAL ADVANTAGES FOR

ﬁpﬁ%!&@%'}@ds expectations,

personal points of view
==—=> To spread knowledge
=> T0 |learn and to exchange
s> Information
To be an active part in an
‘ Innovatory process , in terms of
iIdeas and stimuli in the
definition of new projects for the
territory;
To form new “alliances” and
partnerships
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=—> Medium-long periods _fot the whole process;

=——> Discontinuity of commitment and
= enthousiasm;

s—> Lack of available resources :

s=——> Conflicts and distrust among the involved
actors ;

Lack of involvement _ and of an actual shared
= responsibility of the Public Authority;

Lack of guarantees about the real spin-offs
as regards the proposals which were @
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PADOVA SOSTENIBILE

Ufficio Agenda 21

L

4
" oy
Comune di Padova  The Local Agenda 21 process

Settore Ambiente was activated on 14/11/01 Informambiente
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PADOVA SOSTENIBILE
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It originates from the proposal of the local
authority to carry out the Agenda 21 of the

town
 Itis an engagement of the school

community to work for environmental
guality and for the sustainability of school

and territory
It IS an invitation to participate to concrete

orojects, to really experience the
nossibility of change
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 To Imagine A 21 at school means to
Intervene from two points of view:

Em) The sustainable management of the school
environment

mm) The adaptation of the curriculum

 The two aspects are strictly related and
they ask for the participation of the
community
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SNHE SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF THE SCHOOL
| ENVIRONMENT '

 The school as an environmental system
which uses resources and produces waste

 The school as a place where it is possible to
improve the well-being of its components!

|t can be considered as a miniature model of
a town where It Is possible to experience
processes and solutions

o At school it Is easier to discuss problems,
decide together, carry out actions and check
the results of the decisions which were taken
together
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means to indicate the prospect of sustainability  to
the curricula of the different subjects

e To rethink the relations inside the school by
voicing everybody’s opinions and needs, which are
legitimated by the fact of participating to the shared
change process

— The stress shifts from the product to the method , and
attention is focused on the various stages of the planning
process , and, beforehand, on the students’ skills to
observe and to analyse the object and the context on
which they intervene, while the “real” project has a
secondary importance.



Agenda 21 at school:
The sustainable management of the school environment
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I ISTITUTO COMPRENSIVO “Bripsco ”
NURSERY SCHOOL *“J. Miro”

Small steps of Agenda 21
An experience of participated

Contact: Rizzato Giovanna (teacher)
With the collaboration of the
Municipality of Padua - Settore
Informambiente

School year 2007/2008
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 build a renewed garden (practical aim)

 contribute to the full promotion of each

child’s personality (educational aim)
* Development of the sense of identity
e Development of autonomy
» Development of the sense of active citizenship
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SCHOOL STAFF OF
CARETAKERS INFORMAMBIENTE

3 TEACHERS
(1 FOR EACH SCHOOL DIVISION)

32 |

TOWN COUNCIL
24 FIVE-YEAR-OLD CHILDREN TECHNICIANS

CONCILLORS
OF
DIFFERENT

TOWN AREAS

HEADMASTER
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Planned stages:

Periods

Study — itinerary planning

October — November

Motivation - observation

December - January

Individual “possible gardens”

February - March

Sharing of the idea in the school | April - May
Negotiating table June
Carrying out of works Summer




UNIVERSITA
E DEGLI STU
DI PADOVA

e active participation: each child, with
his/her uniqueness and skills

e cooperation and collaboration:

research/work group as a small learning
community

e play dimension, as privileged resource of
learning and relations

e “mistake exploitation”, as a possibility of
personal and group reflection
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The final result
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SUSTAINABILITY

ENVIRONME ECONOMY
NT
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e The drawing up of the project becomes the
occasion to improve childrens’ skills to perceive
what surrounds them — the ability to look , but
also to listen , to touch , to smell

 The experience of participated planning is an
occasion to help identify the elements which
make up the urban space , to analyse the
structure of what is perceived and to compare
different experiences and sensibilities
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 The local A21 is a challenge, a way to
reappropriate the possibility of ruling the
complexity of our world!

e |t starts from what Is “near” us, where we feel
able to act, but where global dynamics are
reflected

* |t Is a challenge to school:

— to elaborate knowledge, skills and abilities to help
society move towards the future we desire

— to promote change as sustainabillity
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Thanks for your attention.
Each remark is welcome!




